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Module Title Criticism & Creative writing 
   

Module Code ELAm-M3121  
  

Course Title Practical Literary Criticism 
   

Course Code ELAm3122  
   

Course credit 5 ECTS/ 135 hrs  
    

Pre-requisite(s) -   
    

Course status Compulsory   
    

Medium of instruction Amharic   
    

Course Chair Office :   

 Email:   

 Mobile No.   
   

Instructor …………………………  
    

Instructor’s Contact Information Office Phone Email 

 Office hour   
   

Target Group Year III ,Semester II  
   

Mode of delivery Classroom contact/Lecture, group work, (group and pair work/discussions and individual 
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 work (independent learning).        
          

Student Work Load (per week) Gaped Lecture Tutorial  Group Work &  Home  Total 
    Individual Work  Study    
          

 48hrs 0 hrs  45 hrs  42hrs  135hrs  

 The course is about the study of critical theoretical statements about literature and its 

Course Description analysis from the classical period to 20
th

 century. With in this frame work, concepts of 
 literary criticism, major critical theories / approaches /of literary criticism, (historical, 
 biographical, psychological, tsociological approaches etc), historical survey of literary 
 criticism in Amharic literature, practical exercise in selected genres of Amharic literary 
 works etc are focus areas. The other focus of the course is to describe the importance or 
 functions of literary criticism, should be givien emphasis.    
     

Key Topics 1.  definition of criticism, history, function and approaches  FORMATTED: Numbered + Level: 1 + Numbering Style: 

2. A study of selected fictional texts through close reading and analysis to 1,reveal2,3, … + Start at: 1 + Alignment: Left + Aligned at: 

meaning, methods and techniques. 0.25" + Indent at: 0.5" 
 

3. Applying the different approaches of literary criticism (such as formalism, 
psychoanalytic, sociological etc.)  

4. Writing essays in forming independent critical judgment. 

 
1. Define Criticism  

Course objective and 2. Explain the function of Criticism        
competences to be acquired 3. Identify different types of critics        

   4. Explain different approaches of Criticism      
   5. Criticize texts on selected literary works      
           

   Course Schedule      

           
week  Topics and Sub Topics  Required Texts      

        

           

1 Unit one: Introduction to criticism  The Philosophy of Literary Form.    

 1.1 What is literary criticism?  Five Approaches to Literary CriticismFORMATTED. : Outline numbered + Level: 2 + 

 1.2 Who is the critic?   ¾e’êG<õ Sc[ ¨<Á”:: Numbering Style: 1, 2, 3, … + Start at: 1 + Alignment: 

 1.3 The concept of literary criticism     Left + Aligned at: 0" + Indent at: 0.25" 

 1.4 The historical background of literary criticism.        
       

2 Unit two: Function of Criticism  Fiction and the Unconscious.    

 2.1 For the reader         
 2.2 For the author   An Essay on Criticism    
 2.3For the literature (countries’ literature)        

3 Unit three: Approaches of criticism  Five Approaches to Literary Criticism   
  3.1Traditional Criticism        

        
4  3.2 Formal Criticism  Fiction and the Unconscious.    

  3.3 Marxist Criticism  An Essay on Criticism    
          

5  3.4 Psychoanalytic Criticism  The Second Sex.      

  3.5 Feminist Criticism  ¾e’êG<õ Sc[ ¨<Á”::    
         

6  3.6 Structural Criticism  ¾e’êG<õ Sc[ ¨<Á”::    

  3.7 Sociological criticism  Five Approaches to Literary Criticism.  

         
7 Unit Four The State of Literary criticism in Ethiopia        

         
 Unit Five: Criticism on selected literary works        

 FINAL EXAM         
8           
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Teaching Methods   

1. Lecture FORMATTED: Outline numbered + Level: 1 + 

2. Individual work Numbering Style: 1, 2, 3, … + Start at: 1 + 

3. Team work Alignment: Left + Aligned at: 0.5" + Indent at: 

4. Description 0.75"  
  

    
  Assessment 

1. Presentation (10%) FORMATTED: Outline numbered + Level: 1 + 

2. Criticism Assignment (15%) Numbering Style: 1, 2, 3, … + Start at: 1 + 

3. Paper Work (15%) Alignment: Left + Aligned at: 0.5" + Indent at: 

4. Mid-term exam (20%) 0.75"  
   

5. Final exam (40%) 

 
Policy  

ATTENDANCE: Students who attend class regularly will increase their chances of success in this course. Accordingly, 
attendance will be taken at the beginning of each class meeting.  
If a student absents more than 20%, he/she advised to withdraw, if not the course grade will be automatically changed to F. 

 
Plagiarism: is a serious form of academic dishonesty. Therefore, it is forbidden .If so happened, the first instance of 
plagiarized work will receive a grade of zero (0).Any such occurrence thereafter will result in receiving F for the course. 

 
SEEKING HELP: the instructor is available during office hours and by appointment to discuss Readings, ideas, and drafts.  
Never be afraid to ask questions; never be afraid to ask for assistance. 

 
Disability: If any student has physical, psychiatric, or learning disabilities, he/she has to let the instructor know immediately.  
In order to make the teaching learning process successful 
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